


San Diego has a homeless crisis.  It is a humanitarian crisis and an economic one. The County of San Diego 
must act – now.

Fortunately, that action need not be frenzied or disjointed and there is no need to reinvent the 
wheel. Our region has already completed work on portions of a Regional Homeless Plan based on the 
best work around the country and here at home. Also, we now have evidence-based approaches to 
get many people o� the street permanently and we must act accordingly. There is always room for 
greater e�ciency, improvement and eliminating duplicative e�orts and we must keep a vigilant eye 
on evaluating the work being performed. But now is the time to take bold action to change direction 
on homelessness in sustainable, long-term ways.

Background
According to the San Diego State University Institute for Public Health, approximately 19,000 people 
accessed homeless services in 2016. Although not all of the people accessing these services were 
homeless, the number helps describe the magnitude of the issue.

  

If we know what to do, why are we in crisis?

We have struggled to build the will to end the policies that merely manage homelessness and start 
moving people o� San Diego streets permanently. Further, it is critical that we abandon sound-bite 
politics and mere symptoms tactics in favor of strategic, long-term action that addresses root causes. 
This involves a special focus on youth, on trauma and adverse experiences, and on the high quality 
early child care and development called for in our StrongStarts4All plan to support every child. 
Working with community members, non-pro�t organizations, the business and tourism sector and 
homeless San Diegans, we can position the County to drive these system changes. This plan calls 
for the County to step into a primary leadership role in addressing not just social and mental health 
services but housing. The County cannot do this work alone, and cities in our region must commit to 
the type of �scal management, support, and leadership that will be necessary to address these issues 
in partnership over time.





















I am committed to ensuring
the County of San Diego
takes a strong leadership
role in tackling our homeless
crisis and improving quality
of life and safety in our
communities."
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Stay in touch! Text Omar4SD to 50500 
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